CANDHl TIlE MAN

had myself preached and written about the necessity of a
constructive programme of rural reconstruction in India ; of
handicrafts as an essential element in the education of our
children; of the absolute necessity of ridding Hinduism of
the nightmare of untouchability. Nevertheless, it remains
true, that they have never had the same energizing power
in them as when he took them up; for now they are
quickened by the great life-force of the complete man who
is absolutely one with his ideas, whose visions perfectly
blend with his whole being.

His emphasis on the truth and purity of the means, from
which he has evolved his creed of non-violence, is but
another aspect of his deep and insistent humanity; for it
insists that men in their fight for their claims must only
so assert their rights, whether as individuals or as groups,
as never to violate their fundamental obligation to
humanity, which is to respect life. To say that, because
existing rights and privileges of certain classes were
originally won and are still maintained by violence, they
can only be destroyed by violence, is to create an unending
circle of viciousness; for there will always be men with
some grievance, fancied or real, against the prevailing order
of society, who will claim the same immunity from moral
obligation and the right to wade to their goal through
slaughter. Somewhere the circle has to be broken, and
Gandhiji wants his country to win the glory of first
breaking it.

Perhaps he will not succeed.   Perhaps he will fail as
the Buddha failed and as Christ failed to wean men from
(their iniquities, but he will always be remembered as one
I who made his life a lesson for all ages to come.
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